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movement, the masses were armed. Anti-Japanese defence corps
of armed people were rapidly set up everywhere. Men from 20 to 30
years old brought their locaDy-made rifles and gnns, big swords
and spears to join the self-defence corps. Headquarters are located
as follows : of the companies in the villages ; of the battalions
in the chits ; of the regiments in the hsiens ; of the detachments
in the sub-region seats. Such large-scale armed organisations
have never before been known in Chinese history. -Their task
on the one hand was tcr fulfil war service in the rear, such as
message-transmitting, transporting, guiding, stretcher-carrying etc.
On the other hand, it was to consolidate the rear : being on
^entry-duty, scouting and checking on passers-by, suppressing
traitors' activities, so that there would be no way for enemy
spies and traitors who had been very active at the time to*sneak in.
After the fall of Wuhan, resistance behind the enemy lines
became the main battlefield of the China war theatre. Persistant
mopping-up campaigns followed. The struggle between us and
the enemy rapidly became acute. The changed situation made
it necessary to modify the people's defence corps. The Youth?'
Anti-Japanese Vanguard or Elite Self-Defence Corps or Partisan
Nuclei were voluntarily organised by those resolute, gallant and
adventurous youths. They took up the responsibility of the wax-
tasks. Practical experience has proved that the people felt im-
pelled to engage themselves in the struggle, for the sake of
defending their villages as well as their own safety. This experi-
ence Ts?as popularly acclaimed. Some made contributions to buy
riles and others used temple equipment to exchange for aryrmm.
tkxaB, Widespread people's guards units were establiahed, and
tbejr became the elite of armed people.
The CoBomunist Party regards the establishment of people's
guards as an important part of the policy of setting up bases,
and regards it as an important part of the plan of army con-
struction. Many concrete measures were drawn up to kelp iii
the development of the people's guards. First of all, the JBatiy-
Government and Army, all realised tlie significance of the people's
guards and the necessity for making them popular. They applied
various means to promote their political status, as for instance
to treat the killed and wounded people's. guards exactly like
ffleaabers of tfae regular army. At .large meetings the front
scats a*e reserved fw members of the people's guards, and they
meiabcrs ,af the presiding, etc. They take part in all
Because of this the masses consider it an honour to